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Chapter 8 

Son 
Preference in India: 

A Study into its Nature and 

Causes from West Bengal 

Papita Dutta 

1. Introduction 

Parents fnd satisfaction from their children directly and indires, 

Satisfaction of the parents from a child not only depends on the numhas 

of children: it depends on the socio-economic background of the parents 

and sex composition of the children. That is why; the preference pattem 

of the parents for the sex of their children is an important research issue 

to the social scientists. Becker (1960, 1988) has explained that the demand 

for children to parents is similar to the demand for durable goods, Ofen 

parents view the children as investment from which parents expect recu. 

rent income. Sometimes children are viewed as consumer durables where 

children just living with parents gives direct satisfaction. Griliches (19N4) 

has explained the children preference as liquidity preference. He has pointed 
out three distinct 'motives' for having children; (1l) economic security (cur 

rent labour and old-age provision): (2) the production of reciprocal caring: 
and (3) an attempt at immortality via one's offerings. 

In many countries including India a large section of parents believe that 

male children compared to female are in better position to satisfy all these 
motives. This belief gives birth the philosophy of son preference. Son 

preference is one of the prime causes of gender inequality which threatens 

the development of human civilisation. A large section of parents around 
the globe, enthusiastically celebrates the birth of a boy whereas the bith 
of a girl is not warmly welcomed. This fact indicates parents' preference 
for sons over daughter. Son preference leads to many social problems like 
Lmbalanced sex ratio, which causes increase in sexual crime and increase 
in marital unhappiness due to marriage-age imbalance. Adverse sexela 
owards fenale, higher mortality rate among girls child, lower enrollmen 

Son Preference in India 

interval etc. are some common indicators of gender inequality as well as of girls in educational institution, missing female foetuses, lower birth 
preferernce for sons in Indian society. This study intends to investigate the 
nature and causes of son preference in Purba Bardhaman district of West 

Bengal in India. 

163 

2. Relevance and Objectives 

Sex ratio and child sex ratio are considered as important indicator of son 
preference. If these ratios deviate from the natural biological ratios, we can 
assert that somne abnormal incident has occurred. In terms of overall sex 

ratio, son preference is strong in the state of Haryana and least in Kerala. 
In accordance with the census report, 2011 sex-ratio in West Bengal is 
o7 which is highest in the last century. It is no doubt a good indicator 
oNards gender equality. But the same report shows that child sex ratio in 
odia is 914 which was 927 in 2001 and in West Bengal, it has reduced 
from 960 to 950 during 2001-2011. It is very disappointing. This is a clear 
indication of increasing trend of son preference of the parents in India as 

well as in West Bengal. This declining trend of sex-ratio under age six 
is an alarming issue to the policy makers, social science researchers and 
to the Government for the future development of human resource. Thus 
the study of the nature and causes of son preference in West Bengal is 
relevant one. Both sex ratio and child sex ratio are strong indicators of 
son preference at macro level. But they are not appropriate as indicators 
of son preference at household level. 

Pande and Astone (2007) have shown that the extent of son preference 
varies statistically across the states of India. The nature of son preference 
and strength of the factors influencing son preference definitely varies 
from country to country depending on some social-economic and cultural 
background even environmental distinctions. Son preference is common in 
a band of countries stretching from North Africa, through the near east to 
south Asia. There is strong preference for son in India, Bangladesh, Nepal 
and Egypt, but a distinct preference for sons in turkey, Tunisia, Pakistan, 
Srilanka, Jordon and Morocco (Amold, 1997). There are several com 
mon socio-economic-demographic causes behind son preference. In these 
countries male are given more importance than female. Even the common 
Women do not get the respect that they deserve. A large section of women 
are internally oriented in such a way that they feel proud when they become 

mothers of sons. This orientation in girls starts at their early childhood at 
home when they learn that they should play with dolls and their brothers 
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lso

 
b

e
 

g
ro

w
n

 
o

n
 

narginal 
an

d
 degraded 
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n

d
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In
 a

d
d

itio
n

, b
e
n

e
fits

 o
f living 

b
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m
a
s
s
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O
rg

a
n
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 m

a
tte

r
 
c
o

n
t
e
n

t
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b

a
m

b
o

o
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n
d

s h
a
v

e
 b

e
e
n

 
w

e
ll re

p
o

rte
d

. 

D
am

boo plant 
g

ro
w

s
 
s
o

 v
ig

o
ro

u
sly

 th
a
t 

re
le

a
s
e
s
 
s
o

m
e
 
3

5
 per cent 

O
r
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x

y
g

e
n

 
in
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th
e 

a
ir 
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a
n

 
a 

s
im

ila
r-s
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e
d

 
sta

n
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o
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e
s, 

a
n
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it 

a
n

d
 
c
a
n

 
b

e 
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) 
w

ith
in

 
fiv

e
 

y
e
a
rs

 
(c

o
m

p
a
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d
 

to
 

3
0

-5
0

 

a
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r 

a 
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n
d

 o
f trees). 

B
a
m

b
o
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 is 

s
o

 fast-g
ro

w
in

g
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a
t it 

c
a
n

 y
ield

 

m
e
s
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o
r
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 tim

b
e
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a
n
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e
e
s
 
o

n
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e
 
s
a
m

e
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r
e
a
 
(
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t
t
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:
/
/
l
i
f
e
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i
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m
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c
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o

w
-
c
c
o
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r
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n
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-
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a
m

b
o

o
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c
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 D
e
c
e
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b
e
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0
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1
). 

It slo
w

ss 

O
w

n
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il e
ro

sio
n
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n

d
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a
t is w

h
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 it is 
a 

c
o

m
m

o
n

 p
ra

c
tic

e
 o

f
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ajbangsi 

o
m

m
u

n
ity

 p
e
o

p
le

 to
 plant it 

o
n

 riv
e
r b

a
n

k
s
. In
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o

o
c
h

 B
eh

ar, Jalp
aig

u
ri, 
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e
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e
c
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s o
f B

a
m

b
o

o
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u
c
h

 
a
s
 
B

a
m

b
o

o
 b

a
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o
o

a
, 

B
. 

b
a
m
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o
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s
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r
e
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e
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a
c
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g
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tw
o

 
r
o

w
s
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g
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e
 

n
o

rth
 
w
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f ric
e
 

fie
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W
inds b
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 N
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a
n
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B

i
h

a
r
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A
s
 
to

b
a
c
c
o

 
n

e
e
d

s
 
m

o
r
e
 

tim
e
 
to

 

g
ro

w
 a

n
d

 h
a
z
a
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o
u

s to
 
m

a
r
k

e
tis

e
 
t
h

a
n

 
th

a
t 

o
t 

p
o

ta
to

 b
u

t is la
b

o
r in

te
n

siv
e
 

c
a
sh

 
c
r
o

p
, all 

th
e
 

m
e
m

b
e
rs

 
o

f
 

th
e
 

ta
m

ily
 
c
a
n

 
ta

k
e
 

p
a
rt 

in
 

th
e
 

p
r
o

c
e
s
s
 

o
f its cultivation. 

B
u

t w
ith 

th
e
 dom

ination 
o

f
 c

a
s
h

 c
ro

p
 th

e
 c

ro
p

 
p

a
tte

rn
 

o
f this 

a
rc

a
 drastically changed. 

M
e
a
n

s
 
o

f
 ag

ricu
ltu

re gradually changed 

Cr 
lanal to

 p
o

w
er tille

r o
r
 tra

c
to

rs
. U

se
s o

f c
h

e
m

ic
a
l

fertilizers started
.

n
e
ra

te
d

w
ater ex

tractio
n

s fro
m

 d
e
e
p

 g
ro

u
n

d
b

e
c
a
m

e
a 

c
o

m
m

o
n

F
In

d
in

g
s

Objectivess 
T

o find 
o

u
t the im

pact
o

f cultural upliftment of people of Rajbanshi
community

through 
the change 

o
f approach 

in agriculture. 
T

o excavate the gradual dom
inancc o

f m
odern cash crops like potat0es 

and te
a
 o

v
e
r the traditional cash crops like betel 

n
u

t and bam
boo yroves 

along 
w

ith betel 
leaf. 

T
o 

find 
o

u
t 

how
 

the 
local pcople

becam
e

dependent 
upon 

the big 
entrepreneurs. 

T
o

 fin
d

 
o

u
t the im

pact o
f m

odern cash crops 
o

n
 soil's natural exlure 

that 
needs 

m
o

re
 fertilizer 

and 
w

ater. 
Im

pact o
f w

eedicides and insecticides used 
to

 grow
 these cash crops 

is 
to

 
be assessed. 

T
o

 
a
sse

ss how
 

the 
s
o

 called enlightenm
ent, introduction of modcm 

agricultural 
system

 
in 

this 
a
rc

a
 flourished 

a
t the 

co
st of large varA

 
o

f s
o

 called w
eed plants the pow

er o
f w

hich 
is still unknow

n 
to th

e " 
o

f m
edicine 

a
s
 w

ell 
a
s
 g

en
e pool 

reservoir 
for developing 

n
ew

 spo 
for 

th
e 

future 
w

orld. 

M
ethodology 
Inform

ation 
w

a
s
 gathered, taking interview

s o
f the inform

ants anu 
w

itness 
o

f th
e 

u
s
e
s
 during 

the period 
o

f studies 
in 

the ficld. The n 
study 

w
a
s
 carried 

o
u

t by putting questionnaires 
to

 pcople 
o

f dili 
age 

groups 
o

f different socio-cconom
ic 

strata. 
Inform

ation 
collected 

from
 

them
 

lured 
u

s
 

to
 analyze 

the daa 
scientifically and system

atically 
that help 

u
s
 

to
 corrclate socio-cconom 

upliftm
ent w

ith the changing pattern 
o

f agriculture. T
hat leads 

to
 gradual 

loss 
o

f w
eeds 

an
d

 
their

im
portance. 

d
. 
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S 
practice. In the field of agriculture, high yielding hua PEDSPECTIA 
introduced in paddy in the form of IR-8. Gra 

TORY, HERITAGE AND 

of IR-8. Gradually pure 

ground. Modem cash crops like tea, potatoes became 
seed was first 

became prevalent Before 1980, Mekhliganj Block of Cooch Behar 
completely devoid of any tea garden. And it is une: 
block should support the tea plantation as it is far away fro 
of Dooars in Cooch Behar district. Yet it is a f 

Istriet was tis unexpected that Mekhlig hliganij from the base it is a fact. Mushroo 
growth of small tea gardens occured in the area of Mekhlieani b 
The Tea Board of India adopted the concept of STGs during the eie 
five year plan*. Small Tea Growers (STGs) is defined, as a pero 
group having plantation area up to l0-12 hectares (as per the norms at 
Tea Board of India). Report from Cooch Behar district shows that in 
1911, 23 registered tea gardens were present in Mekhliganj Block. Among 
25000 hectares of cultivated land 3420 hectares have already come 
under tea cultivation (Sources: B.L. & L.R.O. of Mekhliganj & Managet, Mekhliganj Tea Estate). Along with heavy impacts upon soil profile due 
to prolonged monoculture, many changes have occurred in the tea soils 
of eastern India. Soil compaction, intensive leaching of bases and increased acidity>, low nutrient holding capacity and reduced biodiversityof the tea soils are some of the consequences. In 1980's a company named Long View first introduced tea plantation in Kuchlibari and Jamaldaha anchal in the Mekhliganj Block. To meet the rising demand, tea bought-leaf factory was introduced by the India govt. thereby making the separation of tea gardens and tea factory. Richer section of society appears in the tea field with the finance from bank or from share market. They purchase huge quantities of fertile land (without paying any heed to the law that only soil of poor quality are to be used tor iea cultivation) from the poor people on condition that a member o seller family will get job in the tea estate. Most of the times, the presene of indicator plant like Lucas sativa on the land provoked the grower initiate tea garden without taking the hazards of soil testing. Short tet profit lures the poor cultivator of this region to initiate tea garden in tne uplands which were previously occupied by betel nut garden or bamboo groves. Often tea gardening spreads beyond to encroach paddy lanas for both the cash crops; 

farnmers 
generally 

collect water from nearby 

which is locally known as vitamin 

streams or from deep 
soil. Just 

to get 
more green leaf of tea, growers 

case of potatoes the so called vitamins along 

insecticides and 
herbicides. 

Sufficient 
amount of water is also required 

very ofte use 
collagen 

powder 

unlawfully 

(Isabion, 
th borax 

are 
used 

unscienti ntifically to get larger size of the product. 
Besides tea, potatoes are the other types of cash crops now dominating in this area. Tea and potatoes are capital intensive crops and need proper nourishment from the growers. They need huge amount of fertilizers 

Oviron etc.). In 
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r
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p
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r
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e
t
s
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r
e
 
f
l
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u
r
i
s
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e
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 w
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 h
e
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e
s
, 

fo
o

t d
eep

 in
to

 th
e
 s

o
il to

 d
estro

y
 th

e
 r

o
o

t 
RSPECTVES 

Jis 
a story of 

a num
ber of marginal land owners of this 

they 
first becam

e 
a paid 

labor 
of their 

ow
n land 

jobless people. 
Besides 

so
 called crop plants, 

a large number of plants 
are 

an
 important 

role 
in 

the 
life 

of Rajbanshi community people. 

M
IS

T
O

R
Y

, H
E

R
IT

A
G

E
 

w
h

i
e
 

c
a
n

 p
e
n

e
t
r
a
t
e
 u

p
 t

o
 
o

n
e
 

o
f
 n

a
t
u

r
a
l
 
h

e
r
b

s
 
a
n

d
 
f
e
r
n

. 

c
c
o

n
o

m
ic

 
b

e
n

e
f
i
t
 

f
r
o

m
 

b
o

th
 
th

e
 
p

la
n

ts
 
s
i
m

u
l
t
a
n

e
o

u
s
l
y

.
 

W
ith

 
th

e
 

u
c
tio

n
 o
f m

o
d

e
r
n

 c
a
s
h

 

>cality that 
land and Sinally 

y
s
t
e
m

 o
f
 

Tea 
a
s monoculture type 

of erop needs eradications 
of all kinde 

w
eeds from

 
its soil. 

W
e 

are losing 
a great variety of herbs which mice 

be 
a great 

gene 
reserve pool 

for future plants. 

a
o

w
le

d
g

e
 th

e p
eo

p
le o

f
 th

is
 
a
r
e
a
 h

a
v

e
. 

T
r
a
d

i
t
i
o

n
a
l
 c

ro
p

 c
u

l
t
i
v

a
t
i
o

n
 is to

 

e
e
n

c
o

u
ra

g
e
d

. 
I
n

s
e
c
t
i
c
i
d

e
s
 
a
n

d
 
h

e
r
b

i
c
i
d

e
s
 

u
s
e
s
 

s
h

o
u

ld
 

b
e
 

re
g

u
la

te
d

 

scientifically. W
e
e
d

s
, 

r
e
l
a
t
i
v

e
s
 
o

f
 c

ro
p

 sp
ecC

ies m
a
y

 r
e
m

a
in

 
a
s
 

a 
r
e
s
e
r
v

o
i
r
 

of g
en

es an
d

 
s
h

o
u

ld
 
b

e
 
c
o

n
s
e
r
v

e
d

 
a
s
 th

ey
 
m

a
y

 b
e
 
n

e
e
d

e
d

 
in

 
fu

tu
re

. 

O
u

r a
ttitu

d
e
 
to

w
a
r
d

s
 

e
n

v
i
r
o

n
m

e
n

t
 
p

a
rtic

u
la

rly
 
to

 
th

e
 

ed
ap

h
ic 

a
n

d
 

hydrological e
n

d
 
s
h

o
u

ld
 b

e
 
c
h

a
n

g
e
d

. 

R
e
c
o

m
m

e
n

d
a
tio

n
 

m
e
d

i
a
t
e
 

m
e
a
s
u

r
e
s
 

s
h

o
u

ld
 

b
e
 
ta

k
e
n

 
to

 
f
o

r
m

u
l
i
z
e
 
th

e
 in

d
ig

en
o

u
s 

A
s 

the dem
and 

of w
ater 

is satisfied by deep 
soil 

w
ater 

o
r nearby 

stream
 already ground 

w
ater 

level 
has 

been lowered down. 
Improper 

u
se

 of insecticides has heavily 
co

m
e dow

n 
over the water 

ecology. 
N

um
ber 

of fish variety 
has already disappeared 

in this area. 
Improper 

u
se of chem

ical fertilizer leads to the spoilage of soil fertility 
and texture in this area. N

 fertilizer 
c
a
n

 also accelerate soil acidification 
Again Nitrogen release 

from
 NO 

salt 
a
s
 N

 is m
obile and 

can
 be easily 

lost from
 the soil by leaching and runoff, resulting in NO,-N contamination 

10 groundwater and surface w
ater7", T

he public perceive NO,-N leaching 
a
s
 

the greatest environmental 
threat. 

O
w

ners 
of large 

tea gardens take 
huge bank loan showing the 

tea garden, acquire land from
 poor farm

ers 
w

ith 
the conditions 

o
f o

n
e
 fam

ily m
em

ber's employment in the garden. 
A

fter 
few

 
years often 

the 
o

w
n

ers 
an

n
o

u
n

ce 
lock 

out 
o

f the garden. 
Sam

e w
a
s happened 

to
 Long V

iew
 and M

ou Piya T
ca garden in Jam

aldana 
and 

B
hogram

guri A
nchal. 
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R
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O
w

ners 
o

f sm
all holdings becom

e labourers 
in 

the gardens. Owners 
of sm

all 
tea garden have 

to
 depend 

o
n

 big entrepreneurs for selling tn 
green 

leaf 
a
s
 the price 

o
f green 

leaf is totally controlled
by 

them
. 

Bam
boo 

to
 

the 
poor people 

is 
a
n

 im
m

ediate 
cash producing o

p
 

W
henever the m

oney 
is needed they 

c
a
n

 cu
t few

 bam
boos and sell ne 

to
 

the nearby 
m

arket. 
A

fter plantation bam
boo takes three years to

 be m
ature enough withou 

n
,
 T

o
c
k
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i 

E
x

p
e
r
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e
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S
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u
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f fe
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r. 

B
etel 

n
u

t garden 
is 

a traditional cash crop. A
 full

grow
n garden of one

bigha land
yearly yiclds 

betel nut
o

f more
or less

thirty thousand rupees, 
w

ithout 
an

y
 nourishm

ent iro
m

 the grower. urowers o
f this region generally 
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planted betel leaf plant along w
ith betel nut plant. Consequently theyi get 


























